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HARTMAN SIMONS KEY IN NEGOTIATING FRANKLIN GATEWAY EXPANSION IN MARIETTA 

Hartman Simons’ Partner Diane Lidz represented the City of Marietta in 
negotiating the sale of 17 acres of land at Franklin Gateway to the golf 
entertainment company Drive Shack.

Drive Shack intends to build their golf and sports entertainment center 
adjacent to the Atlanta United property and Interstate 75. The property will 
consist of three stories, with the ground level open on one side for golfers 
to utilize as a driving range. The rest of the facility will serve as both golf and 
casual entertainment. 

City Manager Bill Bruton confirmed there will be tabletop games, arcade games, as well as rooftop dining 
with views of the facility. Bruton also said the location is expected to bring 450 jobs to the area, bringing 
the total number of jobs to 2,400 after the Atlanta United project and IKEA deal, both part of the Franklin 
Gateway development in Marietta. Bruton continued, “I think the market has really improved since the 
redevelopment bond was passed,” he said. “The city has gone in and done many deals on the property... 
Because of all of that, the values have increased, and I think you’re just seeing a real appreciation in the 
market for being on Franklin Gateway, and that’s showing up in the pricing.”

Based in Atlanta, Hartman Simons & Wood LLP, one of the nation’s leading commercial real estate law 
firms, is respected for its integrity, experience and value-driven results. Businesses of all sizes count on 
its team of attorneys and paralegals for sound, practical and effective legal solutions. 
Hartman Simons & Wood LLP is recognized for its proven expertise in the following practice areas: 
commercial real estate, construction and sustainable development, corporate and tax, creditor’s rights 
and bankruptcy, environmental, investment and finance, land use and government relations and 
litigation. 

For more information visit our website at http://www.hartmansimons.com
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